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CONNECT WITH US! 

www.sjnparish.org 

Parish Office 
mainoffice@sjnparish.org 
610-525-3100 
380 Highland Lane 
Bryn Mawr, PA  19010 

STAFF 
   

 Pastor:  Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Matz 
 In Residence:  Rev. Robert J. Chapman 
 Permanent Deacon:  Deacon Kevin Harrington 
 Parish Services Director:  Ms. Clare Frissora 
 Sunday Assistance: 

Rev. Gerald D. Canavan 
Rev. Brian Kean 
Rev. Robert J. Murray, OSA 

 Business Mgrs:  Mrs. Joy Falcone, Mr. Paul Selvaggi 
 Administrative Assistants: 

Mrs. Norma Guzmán, Mrs. Terri Giangiulio 
 Safe Environment Coordinator: Mrs. Kathy Selvaggi 
 School Principal:  Mrs. Kelly Ciminera 
 Director of Liturgical Music:  Mr. Andrew Puntel 
 Director of Religious Education:  Mrs. Katie DiRienzo 
 Assoc. DRE:  Mrs. Katie Keating 

COORDINATORS OF PARISH MINISTRY 
    

www.sjnparish.org visit ‘Ministries’ to learn more; to       
email a ministry, click on their name in our digital bulletin: 
 Adult Group:  Jack McNamara 
 Adult Faith Formation:  Clare Frissora 
 Altar Guild:  Nora Saraceni 
 Bible Study:  Craig Callaghan 
 ‘Caring for Friends’:  Cheryl Calnan 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  Katie Keating 
 CYO Athletics:  Carrie Tornatela; Robert Lythgoe 
 Disabilities Partnership:  Sheila Sheaffer 
 Family Promise/Main Line (IHN):  Mary Beth Wolanin  
 Garage Sale:  Isabel Momenee 
 Good Samaritans:  Craig Callaghan 
 Healing/Communion & H.O.P.E.:  Clare Frissora 
 Hospitality:  Kim Duska 
 Lectors:  Jack McNamara 
 Little Church School:  Janet Baffa 
 Liturgical Environment:  Jackie Falcone; Nancy Case 
 Men’s Fellowship:  mensfellowship@sjnparish.org  
 Prayer Line:  prayerline@sjnparish.org  
 RCIA:  Clare Frissora 
 Respect Life:  Clare Frissora 
 Ushers:  Jack McNamara 
 Walking with Purpose:  Mary Beth Wolanin   

Saints Colman—John 
Neumann Catholic School 
www.scjnschool.org 
610-525-3266 
372 Highland Lane 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 

St. John Neumann Parish 
December 24, 2023 

MASS  

Saturday Vigil: 5:15 pm  
Sunday Mass:  7:30 am, 9:00 am** Public & Livestream*  
 10:30 am, 12:00 pm, 5:15 pm  
Monday—Saturday: 8:00 am Public & Livestream* Mass 

*   www.sjnparish.org/livestream 
**  Little Church School every week; Children’s Liturgy of                    

the Word 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 

CONFESSIONS  

Tuesdays at 6:00 pm—in the Gathering Room.  

DEVOTIONAL PRAYER 
    

Rosary  — Daily at 8:30 am 
 — Mondays at 7:00 pm (in church)  

Adoration — Thursdays 8:30 — 9:30 am 
Divine Mercy Chaplet —Fridays at 8:30 am 

THE SACRAMENTS— Anointing of the Sick;              
Baptism of Children; Marriage;                                                   
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Please contact the Parish Office to speak with  
Msgr. Matz or Deacon Kevin. Baptisms are held on the 
first and third Sundays of the month at 1:15pm. 

NEWCOMERS WELCOME! 

Please contact the Parish Office for an appointment with 
Msgr. Matz to register and become a member. 

Follow us on Facebook  
(an account on FB is not needed to visit us!) 

4th Sunday of  Advent 

http://www.sjnparish.org
mailto:mainoffice@sjnparish.org
http://www.sjnparish.org
mailto:active-adults@sjnparish.org
mailto:catholic@sjnparish.org
mailto:altar-guild@sjnparish.org
mailto:bible-study@sjnparish.org
mailto:caringforfriends@sjnparish.org
mailto:katie.keating59@gmail.com
mailto:cyo@sjnparish.org
mailto:disabilitiespartnership@sjnparish.org
mailto:ihnsjn@gmail.com
mailto:garage-sale@sjnparish.org
mailto:good-samaritan@sjnparish.org
mailto:healing@sjnparish.org
mailto:hospitality@sjnparish.org
mailto:lectors@sjnparish.org
mailto:lcs@sjnparish.org
mailto:liturgical-environment@sjnparish.org
mailto:mensfellowship@sjnparish.org
mailto:prayerline@sjnparish.org
mailto:catholic@sjnparish.org
mailto:respect-life@sjnparish.org
mailto:ushers@sjnparish.org
mailto:wwpsjn@gmail.com
http://www.scjnschool.org/
http://www.facebook.com/sjnparishbrynmawr/


Mass  

Intentions 

 

Consider offering flowers for the  

sanctuary for a special intention! 

 Sacred Heart —$75 

 Blessed Mother—$75 

 In front of Altar—$150 

 Behind the Altar  
(both sides)—$250 

The sign up book is 
located in the 

back of the church 

or contact the      
Parish office  

Altar Flowers 

Saturday, December 23 

5:15 pm Alexander Tarsi, Jr. and  

  Alexander Tarsi, III  

Sunday, December 24 

7:30 am Dr. Gino and Marie Papola  
9:00 am Steven W. Coluzzi  
10:30 am Joe Falcone  
12:00 pm No noon mass today  

Christmas Vigil 

4:00 pm 

4:05 pm  In the gym 

5:15 pm  No Mass today 

6:00 pm 

Monday, December 25, Christmas 

The Nativity of the Lord 

7:30 am   

10:30 am 

12:00 pm  

Tuesday, December 26 

St. Stephen, the First Martyr 
8:00 am Ann Giacomucci  

Wednesday, December 27 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
8:00 am Nancy Lavin  

Thursday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

8:00 am Michael A. McKenzie  

Friday, December 29 

St. Thomas Becker, Bishop and Martyr 
8:00 am Joe Falcone  

Saturday, December 30 

8:00 am Maria Falcone  

 

Holy Family 
◆  Vigil, Dec. 30, 5:15 pm 
◆  Sunday, Dec. 31 
    7:30 am; 9:00* am; 10:30 am; 12:00 pm 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy                   
Mother of God  

◆  Vigil, Dec. 31, 4:00 pm  

     (No 5:15 pm Mass) 

◆  New Year’s Day, Jan.  1, 2024 
     8:00 am Mass (our only Mass) 

 This is not a Holy Day of Obligation as 
 it falls on Monday. 

*Livestream 

Congratulations,  
welcome to God’s family! 

Sacrament of Baptism 

December 17th ~ 

Hannah June Llull 

Daughter of Timothy and Suzanne 

Eleanor Suyun Zhu 

Daughter of David and Ashley 

New Year’s Mass Schedule 



         Ann was feeling de-
pressed this Christmas. She 
just couldn’t get into the 
spirit of the Season, it 
seemed that there wasn’t 
enough time to get every-

thing done. But it wasn’t just all the preparations 
for Christmas. She knew she was an organized 
person, and that somehow she would make it all 
happen. But what was especially hard this year 
was trying to feel the real meaning of Christmas.  

This was a time of joy and peace, but Ann 
felt sad. She went to the parish Advent Penance 
Service and shared her feelings as part of her 
confession. In particular she shared with the 
priest that she had been trying very hard to find 
Christ in her life but nothing was 
working. Ann also admitted that 
she felt her life was also cluttered 
with too many things, and that her 
priorities were out of wack. That she 
was getting lost in the wrong 
things. 

After she finished speaking 
the priest said to her: “If a person is 
seeking God, much more is her Be-
loved seeking her.” This is a quote 
from St. John of the Cross written 
back in the 16th Century. Let me 
share with you an image that might 
offer an explanation of what St. 
John was trying to say:  

Picture a situation where a 
group of adventurous hikers end up 
stranded and starving. They decide that some-
body has to get packed up and sent off into the 
unknown to search for food, taking what water is 
left, hacking through the undergrowth, hoping 
somehow to forge a path to something some-
where. But then comes the noise of a helicopter, 

and rescue approaching. That changes every-
thing. The one thing needed now is some space, 
so that what is coming can come.”   

Then the priest concluded by saying: “For 
your Penance I’m going to ask you to take some 
time in prayer to thank God for the gifts he has 
given you, and to think about this: God is an ap-
proaching God, and your main job will be not so 
much to construct but to receive; the key word 
will be not so much ‘achievement’ as ‘space’. 
Making space for God in order to receive.” 

I think these spiritual thoughts from St. 
John of the Cross (shared with the character in 
our story) offer us something important to con-
sider as we come to Christmas 2023. God is seek-
ing us much more than we are seeking the Lord. 

God is an approaching God. But 
we often think that everything 
depends on what we are capable 
of achieving ourselves. So while 
we are “hacking away through 
the undergrowth” God is sending 
us a “helicopter” and all we have 
to do is clear the space so it can 
land. Sadly, we often get in the 
way of what it is that God is trying 
to do for us.  
As we celebrate the Incarnation of 
Christ, remember all He is asking 
is that we make room for him, just 
as room was made for him in that 
lowly and humble stable on a cold 
winter’s night in Bethlehem.  
If you’re feeling that there’s too 

much clutter in your life and that you are loosing 
a sense of who you are and what you’re sup-
posed to be about, take a break and actually do 
nothing, so that the approaching God can fill the 
empty “space” in your life. It’s not about achieve-
ment, it’s about receiving. 

4th grade:  Mar 17th 

3rd grade:  Apr 7th 

2nd grade:  Apr 21st 

1st grade:  May 5th 

All students and your families!  Save these dates and enjoy a special Mass at 10:30 am and             
Hospitality just for YOU.  All students from any school are welcomed: 

7th grade:  Jan 7th 

6th grade:  Feb 11th 

   5th grade:  Mar 3rd 

Offerings:  
— Dec. 17:  $ 21,871 

Click on image to visit 
our online giving site 

Merry Christmas!  

The Parish Office will be closed on  
Christmas Day and  
Tuesday, Dec. 26th 

https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=821
https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=821


Welcome to our New Parishioners  

Jarina and Zachary Duffy 

Mindy and Tom Fitzgerald 

Geraldine and Thomas Galbally 

Jessica and Timothy Gehring 

Donna and Gautam George 

Devin and Ryan Shontz 

The feast day of our patron 
saint, St. John Neumann,       
is Friday, January 5th. 

Our Novena begins Wednes-
day, December 27th!                    
The novena prayers will be in 
church on December 26th 
and available at this link  
(visit our online bulletin).   
The novena will be prayed  

for nine days, through January 4th. 

On his Feast Day, Friday,  Jan 
5th, we will have Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament (8:30 
am—7:00 pm with a special 
Holy Hour beginning at 6 pm.  
Join us in church (if not                  
possible, then by livestream!) 

 

 SET-UP — Arrival Sunday at 4 PM (~ 1 hour)  

 DINNER PREPARERS — 6:15 PM Drop Off meals 

 EVENING HOST — 6:30–8:00 PM  

 OVERNIGHT HOST — 8:00 PM–6:00 AM  

 BREAKDOWN — Departure Sunday 8 AM (~45 mins) 

 LAUNDRY HELP — Departure Sunday. 

There are many volunteer options; 
Training & guidance are provided. 
Sign-up sheets are located on the      

bulletin board in the back of church or 
Contact Mary Beth Wolanin at:  

ihnsjn@gmail.com  or  
call/text 610-550-9383  

Anyone can volunteer! 

Families with school-age children are WELCOME! 

You can help overcome poverty & homelessness!       

Families will be at SJN  

Sunday, Jan. 14—Sunday, Jan. 21 

Hospitality Sunday — Jan. 7th! 

Join us! 

Begin the New Year 
gathering with 

friends and making 
new ones!  Join us 
after Mass in the 

Gathering room for 
a cup of coffee, tea or cocoa and a 
bite of soft pretzels and                           
donuts.   

 

https://bit.ly/38fLEVkNovenaStJohnNeumannV2
mailto:ihnsjn@gmail.com


  
Catholic Mass Scavenger Hunt!  

Great for adults! 

Click on links in the online Bulletin or 
visit our website homepage. 

Click on images for activity sheets! 

 

If you would like to add your name or the 
name of your loved ones to the Prayers List, 

call the Parish Office 

 

Stephanie Bialecki 
Tom Blair 
Kensey Bowen 
Mary Lou Butler 
Mark Ciciretti 
Joe & Debbie Difelice 
 

Sebastian Fras 
Richard John 
Christina Luciano 
Frank Macciocca 
Rylee Monahan 
 

Terry Pennoni 
Loretta Ribecca 
Eric Rudolph 
Coy Saul 
Jerome Skochin 

Christmas | Sacred Art 

Join Dr. Ben Akers and Tay-
lor Kemp as they look at the 
painting Adoration on the 
Shepherds by Gerard Van 
Honthorst to celebrate the 
Nativity of our Lord. This fa-

mous painting reveals the Christ Child as the light 
that has come into the world and also depicts the 
Blessed Mother, St. Joseph, and the shepherds to 
be models of adoration to our humble Lord who 
came as a helpless baby. 

 

The 12 Days of Christmas 
We are excited to an-
nounce our series of 
FORMED Now! Christmas 
and New Year special epi-
sodes. In these episodes, 
professors from the Augustine Institute Graduate 
School will lead us in reflections throughout the 
season. 

 

The True Meaning of Christmas 

Christmas is coming and 
our friends Peter, Agnes, 
Paul and Anna expect to 
receive many gifts, but 
when they are caught in 
one of their antics, Lukas 
and Noah will help them understand the true story 
of Christmas and how the birth of the Son of God 
should change our hearts. 

 

  Respect Life 
One of the 5 organizations we will raise 

funds for is  Adeodatus –ADROP 
Augustinian Defenders of the Rights of the Poor 

Founded in 2004 by Fr. Jack Deegan, O.S.A., by bring-
ing leaders, service providers, and volunteers togeth-
er to assess and respond to the needs of the poor in 
south Philadelphia.  Since that time over 150 volun-
teers and leaders have affected the lives of over 1,000 
families living in south Philly & beyond. 

 Unity Clinic:  a free, primary care health clinic           
serving those who do not have access to health 
insurance.  

 Educational Enrichment:  educational support 
programs funded by A.D.R.O.P. for Saint Anthony 
of Padua School, an inner city school Philadelphia. 

 Criminal Justice Accompaniment & Reform      
Program:  supports people incarcerated and           
returning citizens in a variety of ways, e.g.:  Adeo-
datus Ministry:  those who have recently left prison 
and those suffering from addictions can come   
together in a sense of community Thursday nights 
at St. Rita of Cascia rectory; Pen Pal Program       
enables correspondence between a person incar-
cerated and a person on the outside as a strong 
acknowledgment of the individual’s human        
dignity; Family Support Groups: support to cope 
with a loved one in prison, on trial or about to be 

Last Week: Why do we extend the Sign of 
Peace at Mass? 

Why is singing so important at Mass? 

https://bit.ly/3DdB8va-SignOfPeace
https://bit.ly/3DdB8va-SignOfPeace
http://www.sdc.me.uk/sundayliturgy/worksheets/b-advent-04.pdf
https://275132.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/275132/_catholicmom/Sunday Gospel Activities/2023/12/12-24-23 Advent 4 B/4 Advent B Coloring.pdf
https://www.supercoloring.com/sites/default/files/styles/coloring_full/public/cif/2010/12/nativity-scene-coloring-page.jpg
https://bit.ly/31y51d8SingingAtMass


 

The Advent and Christmas season is alive and well at SCJN School.  Last week was 
SOOO busy!  Our Kindergarten and First Grade students performed their sweet ver-
sion of the first Christmas.  Our Fourth Grade students travelled to Target to purchase 
gifts for their Advent Angels (local children in need of Christmas gifts).  It was truly a 
hands-on service in action project for the students.  We ended the week with our San-
ta Spectacular day.  Students wore Christmas pajamas, shopped for family in the Santa 
Shops, wrapped their gifts in Santa's workshop, watched Christmas movies and even 
had a quick visit with Santa Claus! 

S C 
J N 
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ACCEPTED

McGOLDRICK ELECTRIC, INC.

Ryan J. McGoldrick                            James J. McGoldrick
2406 Hirst Terrace         789-2910         Havertown

CONTRACTING & REPAIRING
COMMERCIAL

~ Free Estimates ~

MC CONAGHY FUNERAL HOME
William C. McConaghy (1937-2019)

John J. McConaghy - Supervisor
Christopher C. McConaghy

TRADITIONAL FUNERALS  •  CREMATION
Advance Funeral Planning

328 W. LANCASTER AVE., ARDMORE
Four Generations Since 1894

www.mcconaghyfuneralhome.com

610-642-7954

               C  B. G
     PLUMBING

HEATING-COOLING
Bath Showroom on Premises

Since 1926
610-853-1100

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

FOUNDATION REPAIR
MOLD REMEDIATION

1-888-5DRY-TECH
www.DryTechCorp.com

Neighboring Parishioner

$350Off 
Any New Stairlift With This Ad

• FREE in home evaluations
• Family owned & operated for 

more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

2811 West Chester Pike
Broomall, PA 19008

Robert L. D’Anjolell Jr.
Supervisor

www.danjolell.com

610-356-4200

MEMORIAL HOMES AND CREMATORY

Michael C. Sage
Garage Door Service Co. 

610-356-2902
Info@MCSGarageDoor.com

www.MCSGarageDoor.com

Advertise your business in the 
Church Bulletin

• In print, online and interactive app

• Reaches parish families and     
    visitors each week

• Constant presence keeps a strong  
    link between you and customers

• Well-read publication - a trusted  
    source 

• Affordable Advertising – local,  
    targeted to community 

Ryan Mahalsky
Church Bulletin Representative

I’m here to help your business 
be noticed!

rmahalsky@jppc.net 
908-392-4240

www.jppcadvertising.com

Jp JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.
1707 Fourth St. • Trenton, NJ 08638

Connecting 
businesses to 

customers 
in realtime!

J.J. Berenato & Mark Berenato
Suburban Lawn and 
Landscaping, LLC
610-316-9289

10%
Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!

PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

* Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery. See location 
manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5% down payment required. Cannot be 
combined with other offers. Excludes prior purchases. Vault and Opening and Closing required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family.

DISCOUNT ON 
BURIAL SPACE*

CALL  
610.232.7180 CALVARY CEMETERY

OF WEST CONSHOHOCKEN
AN ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA CATHOLIC CEMETERY

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

S A M IS A M I
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(610) 640-4444

.COM Residential
• Service • Repairs
• Installations • Partial Power
• Breakers Tripping

$25 OFF
YOUR SERVICE CALL W/AD

Call 610-520-9388
www.MartellaElectric.com

Good Neighbor Pharmacy
MICHAEL CIONCI

30 N. B  M  A
(610) 525-0443

Free Delivery

Roofi ng.Soofi ng.Siding.Gutters.iding.Gutters.
www.jimmillerinc.com

2522 Haverford Road
484.412.8246

Daniel F. Donohue, Supervisor
3300 West Chester Pike, Newtown Square

www.donohuefuneralhome.com    1-800-DONOHUE

Home Offi  ce, Bloomington,Illinios 61710

Michael A Coughlan
Bus 610 896 8797

mac@mikecoughlan.com

Auto • Home • Life • Health

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR
www.RightwayWaterproofing.com • 610-789-3717

Chu
rch

Me
mb
er

Dis
cou
nts

FREE INSPECTION
  Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Kitchen Countertops,
bathroom vanities,

tile and more!
1010 Pulinski Rd

Ivyland, Bucks County, PA 18974

215.734.9100
Open Monday Thru Saturday

www.SuburbanMarble.com
Contractor #PA 007452

https://johncipollone.com/

Baptisms | Memorials
First Holy Communions

Weddings | Birthdays
Anniversaries

610.353.7033
lalocandabanquets@yahoo.com

BOOK YOUR EVENT

BASEMENT BASEMENT PANTHERPANTHER
WATERPROOFINGWATERPROOFING

61061099499409300930
www.basementpanther.comwww.basementpanther.com

Is your broker an 800 number? Come 
talk to a person.

MKT-5894N-A                                            > edwardjones.com

Kevin Conway CFP®, CIMA®
Financial Advisor

1221 W Chester Pike
Havertown, PA 19083
610-924-9323

WORSHIP

WITH US

East Eagle Road at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083
STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.

Havertown 610-446-1075 • 610-642-9075 Main Line

www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1928Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1928

Full Service,Full Service, Cremation, Pre-Paid Funerals Cremation, Pre-Paid Funerals

John J. (Jay) Stretch IV, F.D., Supervisor
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Francis J. Ragazzone, F.D. • Ryan S. Verrecchio, F.D.

Basement Waterproofi ng You Can Trust

French Drains (Interior/Exterior)
Exterior Drainage Systems

Foundation/Masonry Repairs
Sump Pumps - Mold Remediation

610-642-4444
www.MainLineWaterproofi ng.com

Live Concerts | FREE Jam Sessions | Private Rentals

4 E. Eagle Road, Havertown, PA
www.KellyCenter.org

Paintings by Paintings by 

Bryn Mawr BeverageBryn Mawr Beverage
610-520-0750610-520-0750

Mention Church Bulletin For 10% OFF10% OFF
beer@brynmawrbeverage.com 

instagram@brynmawrbeer
www.brynmawrbeverage.com for deliveries

Miss Jacqueline Meile BrownMiss Jacqueline Meile Brown
Abstract and Acrylic 

Christian Artwork for Sale
For more details call: 484.995.4646

Veteran Inspired & Parishioner Owned
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