
CONFESSIONS / ADVENT — during the pandemic 
Tuesdays at 6:00 pm—in the Gathering Room 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 7:00 pm—in church 
Tuesday, Dec. 22, 12:00 noon— Gathering Room 

Christmas Mass Schedule  
 

Christmas Vigil:  
 2:00 pm Public Mass in church & Livestream 
 2:05 pm Public Mass in the school gymnasium  
  (change from prior years) 
 4:00 pm Public Mass in church 
 6:00 pm Public Mass in church 
Christmas Day: 
 7:30 am, 10:30 am (with Livestream*) and 12:00 noon 

 

NEWCOMERS WELCOME! 
 

Please call the Rectory for an appointment with  

Msgr. Matz to register to become a member. 
    
   

CONNECT WITH US! 

www.sjnparish.org 

    

Parish Rectory 
 

mainoffice@sjnparish.org 

610-525-3100 

380 Highland Lane 

Bryn Mawr, PA  19010 
 
   

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

 Pastor:  Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Matz 

 In Residence:  Rev. Robert J. Chapman 

 Permanent Deacon:  Deacon Kevin Harrington 

 Parish Services Director:  Ms. Clare Frissora 

 Sunday Assistance: 
Rev. Gerald D. Canavan 

Rev. Robert Murray, OSA 
 Business Manager:  Mrs. Joy Falcone 

 Administrative Assistants: 
Mrs. Norma Guzmán 

Mrs. Terri Giangiulio 

 School Principal:  Mrs. Kelly Ciminera 

 PREP/Director Religious Education:   
 Mrs. Camille Morrison 

 Music Ministry:  Mrs. Isabel Momenee 

Saints Colman—John 
Neumann Catholic School 
www.scjnschool.org 

610-525-3266 

372 Highland Lane 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 

 

St. John Neumann Parish 
December 20th, 2020                                  

Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

Follow us on Facebook 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Join us for Mass as we 
celebrate the arrival of 

our Savior, Jesus! 

Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you shall name him Jesus.  Lk 1:31 

The angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for behold, I proclaim good 

news of great joy that will be for all 
the people.  For today in the city of 

David a savior has been born for you 
who is Christ and Lord.”  Lk 2:10-11 

http://www.sjnparish.org
mailto:mainoffice@sjnparish.org
http://www.scjnschool.org/
http://www.facebook.com/sjnparishbrynmawr/
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 Revised Christmas Mass Schedule! 
    

Christmas Eve – December 24, 2020 
2:00 PM Mass & livestream  

2:05 PM Mass (in school gymnasium) 

4:00 PM & 6:00 PM Mass 
 There is NO 4:05 or 8:00 PM Mass 
    

Christmas Day – December 25, 2020 
7:30 AM Mass 

10:30 AM Mass & livestream 

12:00 Noon Mass 
 There is NO 9:00 AM or 5:15 PM Mass 

Spiritual Confession  

For those who are compro-
mised and unable to attend 

Confession in person, the 
teaching of the Church 

helps us through these situ-
ations, which Pope Francis 

has explained so beautifully: 
“I know that many of you go to confession…  

Many will say to me:  ‘But Father… I can’t leave 
the house and I want to make my peace with the 
Lord.  I want Him to embrace me… How can I do 
that unless I find a priest?’  Do what the cate-
chism says.  It’s very clear. If you don’t find a 
priest to go to confession, speak to God.  He’s 

your Father.  Tell Him the truth:  ‘Lord. I did this 
and this and this.  Pardon me.’  Ask His for-
giveness with all your heart with an act of    

contrition, and promise Him, ‘afterward I will   
go to confession.’  You will return to God’s 

grace immediately.  You yourself can draw near, 
as the catechism teaches us, to God’s forgiveness,    

without having a priest at hand.”  

Confession Opportunities 
 Tuesday, December 22nd at 12:00 noon and 

6:00 pm—in the Gathering Room 

St John Neumann  
Virtual Christmas 
Concert Tonight! 
Join us by livestream 

 
Sunday, December 20th at 5:00 pm! 

 
Our program will highlight favorite video selections 

from the last three Christmas Concerts —  
 

Enjoy our six different Choirs (including our adora-
ble Children’s Choir) and a few brief  

Seasonal commentaries between the songs.   

As the Advent season closes, 
let us bring to the Christmas 
season our reflections from 
Advent and keep the meaning 
of the four candles of the     
Advent in mind: 
First — the Prophecy Candle — Hope   
This candle is in remembrance of the prophets 
and people who prayed and awaited in hope for 
the coming of the Messiah, particularly Isaiah who 
foretold the birth of Christ. 

Second — the Bethlehem Candle — Faith 
This candle reminds us of the journey the Holy 
Family made, and their preparation of the 
manger, through their faith in God.  

Third — the Shepherd’s Candle — Joy  
This candle recalls the shepherd’s keeping 
watch over their flocks at night when an angel 
of the Lord appeared to them and announced 
the birth of the Messiah. 

Fourth — the Angel’s Candle — Peace 

This candle is inspired by the angel of the  
Lord, St. Gabriel the Archangel, appearing   
with “a multitude of the heavenly host” to the 
shepherds proclaiming, “Glory  to God in the 
highest; and on earth peace to men of good 
will.” 

Mass Intentions & SAINT OF THE DAY 
 Saturday, Dec. 19th  5:15 pm Joseph Marinelli 
 Sunday, Dec. 20th  7:30 am James W. D’Anjolell 
 9:00 am Marta & Robert Sarlo 
  10:30 am Gil Wetzel 
 Monday, Dec. 21st  8:00 am John & Helen Sweeney 
   St. Peter Canisius,  People of SJN Parish 
 Tuesday, Dec. 22nd  8:00 am Ed Cyzewski   
 Wednesday, Dec. 23rd 8:00 am Kendra Eager  
       St. John of Kanty  
 Thursday, Dec. 24th  8:00 am Gino & Marie Papola 
       Christmas Eve  
 Friday, Dec. 25th  
       The Nativity of the Lord  
 Saturday, Dec. 26th  8:00 am Ann Giacomucci 
       St. Stephen, the First Martyr 

http://www.sjnparish.org/livestream
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 Tom sits in his room 
thinking over a conversation 
he has just had with his most 
trusted friend. He shared 
with this friend a situation he 
is currently facing, seeking 

his advice. Over the past several weeks, Tom has 
been obsessing over what's been happening at 
work and how they are trying to destroy every-
thing that he's worked so hard to build up over 
these past ten years.  He's getting himself all 
worked up about everything.  He's very agitated 
and filled with anger.  He's seeking peace of 
mind, but so far he's not been 
successful.  
 At one point in the conversa-
tion, Tom's friend said to him, 
"Tom, you have to decide some-
thing. You have to decide which 
way you are going to respond to 
this.  Is it going to be the same 
old way where you are talking 
about everyone and everything 
— getting yourself all keyed up 
and crazed, or are you going to 
do this a different way?  To be 
very honest with you, I think you 
are really missing the point with 
everything that's been happen-
ing. This is not about all those 
"terrible" people at work, and 
how they are trying to manipu-
late you and blow up your 
world.  This situation is more 
about you. You know, you are 
your own worst enemy.  Maybe 
God is asking something of you 
that will actually help you in the 

future.  I think this is actually a test that God has 
planned for you to help you grow in a new direc-
tion. God wants to change the way you act when 
things come into your life that you don't like.  
And remember, God has brought you this far, he 
is not going to abandon you now.  You really have 
to trust in that." 
 Have you ever felt like Tom? We can be our 
own worst enemy because we too quickly forget 
what God has already done for us.  God's not go-
ing to abandon us either. He's brought us this far. 
So, maybe the best prayer we can say is this:  I'm 
trusting you, Lord, that you're going to see me 

through.  Help me not to focus on 
my "enemies", but rather focus on 
you and see what you are trying to 
teach me.  
 Picture God saying to you:  I am 
going to work it out.  Don't think 
about your enemies, think about 
me.  I'm not going to allow you to 
perish.  I know what I'm doing, I've 
done this before! 
 Saint Paul says:  In all circum-
stances give thanks, for this is the 
will of God for you in Jesus Christ.  
This may seem like an unusual com-
mand.  Not all our circumstances are 
things we want to be dealing with.  
But maybe there's something there 
that we are missing. Maybe there's 
an opportunity for growth, or per-
haps God wants to do something for 
us — wants to bring us to his side 
rather than being on the side of evil. 

 So, do not quench the Spirit. Do 
not despise prophetic utterances.  
Refrain from every kind of evil. 

 
Click on image for 

reflection card. 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Mary said: "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me accord-
ing to your word." A simple trust in God's word allowed the Mother of God to do 
incredible things. As a humble servant and listener, she embraced her mission 
and invested herself wholeheartedly in doing what God had asked. Do we know 
and trust that we are being led? Often, we can feel very much alone and with-
out a source of inspiration, guidance, and love to enlighten our path. God is with 
us. This is the essential message of Advent and the truth revealed to us at 
Christmas. We are never alone. There is no need to fear. We too, with God's help, 
can do incredible things.  
 Source: StLeoRCC.com 

 The angel Gabriel was sent from God — A reminder that Salvation begins 
with God’s initiative and reflects his love for us.   

 The angel said, “Do not be afraid” — There is no fear in true and perfect love! 
 “How can this be?” — We can learn from Mary’s faith-filled wonder and the 

realization that nothing is impossible with God.   
 “Let it be done to me according to your will” — Mary’s ‘fiat’ can assure us that 

we can call upon the Lord to move us, to give us the grace and strength we 
need.”      Source:  Adapted from The Magnificat 

https://bit.ly/37W6toxYouLoadIsLighterWithMe
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Sources:  catholicnewsagency.com — original Source: Fr. Calvin 
Goodwin, FSSP, Nebraska; NCRegister.com — Shaun McAfee   

The Twelve Days of Christmas  

A Carol with a Message 

We look forward to Christmas Day and the birth of Jesus — we put out the Nativity creche 
and a Christmas tree.  We decorate, bake cookies, shop for gifts and sing carols.  Carols fill 
the house, the car, our earbuds… and definitely help invite and awaken the Christmas spirit!  
Their familiarity is welcomed like an old friend.  But don’t let familiarity lessen the insights 
and value of their messages—some are very helpful to truly embrace the season.  And, 
sometimes there’s a lot more to the history of a song.   

One such song is The Twelve Days of Christmas.  Is it really all about lots of          
extravagant gifts?  If so, today, we might choose to keep the gold rings but perhaps switch out the maids a-milking.  
But, not so fast — before wishing to trade the list of gifts, you might want to keep them!  As it turns out, this song 
isn’t about an amazing quantity of unusual gifts, but rather, it’s about sharing our Faith!   We couldn’t confirm 
the history, so we’re sharing the legend which reveals the song as an interesting way to remember important     
elements of our faith and a way to remember them all year long!   

The song, "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is an English Christmas carol published in 1780 (it is thought to have 
French origins).  From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith open-
ly.  So, the carol was written as a catechism song for young Catholics.  Of course, the words on the surface appear 
as an amazing array of gifts from one’s true love.  But, there was a hidden meaning to each.  These were known to 
members of the Church.  The gifts are code words for a religious reality which the children could remember.  

Enjoy this insightful look — here’s the decoder ring: 

The "True Love" is not a smitten boy or girlfriend but Jesus Christ — truly Love was born on Christmas Day.  

The Partridge in the Pear Tree also represents Jesus because the mother partridge is willing to sacrifice its 
life if necessary to protect its young by feigning injury to draw away predators.  Luke 13:34 recounts the words of 
Christ: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How often would I 
have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not!”  
(Total partridges received as a gift in the song = 12: 1 partridge x 12 days = 12) 
The rest of the gifts? (total received) 

• 2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments (22) 

• 3 French Hens = Faith, hope, and charity — the principle theological virtues (30) 

• 4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels  (36) 

• 5 Golden Rings = The first five books of the Old Testament, the 
“Pentateuch,” which gives the history of man’s fall from grace and 
the great love of God in sending a Savior  (40) 

• 6 Geese a-Laying = the six days of creation (42) 

• 7 Swans a-Swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(traditionally speaking, these are wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord)  (42) 

• 8 Maids a-Milking = the eight beatitudes (40) 

• 9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit faithful-
ness, charity, joy, generosity, peace, gentleness, patience, kindness, 
self-control, goodness, modesty, chastity  (36) 

• 10 Lords a-Leaping = the Ten Commandments  (30) 

• 11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful apostles  (22) 

• 12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed  (12) 

In our research, we found quite a few articles that scoffed at this legend.  However, as one author noted,               
“if something helps a Christian learn and understand the Faith and does no harm to dogma and worship, it only      
benefits the believer. So, have at it:  if the Twelve Days of Christmas helps you and your children learn about Jesus 
and the Bible, then the merrier you will be if you judiciously use these ‘hidden meanings.’”  Amen.   

Credit:  Xavier Romero-Frias 
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Salvatore Alesi 
Dolly Angelo 
Ghada Ayoub 
Gail Baselics 
Mary Boldt 
Deborah Bowe 
Mary Grace Brown 
Nancy Cannon 
Kay Carlin 
JP Castillo  
Janice Cleary 
Jack Cloran 
Richard Cogshall 

Frank Collins 
Debbie D’Orsaneo 
Daniela Di Bonaventura  
Joe DiFelice 
Sarah Dwyer  
Carol Faulls 
William Faulls 
Maeve Fitzgerald 
Landon J Gavio 
Regina Hershey 
Ann Hughes 

Debbie Kaier 
Brenda Logan 
Carolina Longmore 
Sean Mahoney 
Brendan McAnally 
Blake McShane 
Maria Merlitti 
Paul Morrison 
Kendra Mushrush 
James Myers
Kathleen O’Connor 

Lana Porreca 
Loretta Ribecca 
Joel Rivera 
Lindsey Roberts 
John Robinson 
Tom Rosser 
Sally Saunders
Nell Schrek 
David “Lefty” Snyder 
Diane Thomas 
Lily Walker 
Peter Walheim 
Gina Weinmann 

Please pray for those who are sick 

 

Click on images for  
activities sheets 

Blessing of Our Family 
Bless our family this holy season, Lord. 

May each of us be Christ to one another through 
our love, kindness, understanding, and acceptance. 

Help our hearts to be open and ready so that you 
can come to us every day. 

We ask this with confidence that you will hear 
our prayer and answer it.  Amen. 

Don’t forget to 
make a birthday 
card for Jesus! 

Novena to St John 
Neumann 

Join us as we prepare for the 
Feast of St. John Neumann 

on January 5th 
 

Beginning next Sunday,  
December 27th, we will pray 

the novena at each Mass. 
 

To follow along or pray at a different time: 
    

 In church: Novena pamphlets will be at 
the doors; please take them with you 
for use on future days. 

    

 By livestream:  Click Here / Novena 

‘Lord, there’s nothing going to happen 
to me today that you and I can’t handle...’ 

    

His favorite prayer. 

Blessing the Nativity Set 
Pray the following prayers as you place each figure in the nativity. 

Mary:  May our mother Mary help us to love her Son as much as she did. 

Joseph:  May Joseph watch over us and protect us as much as she did. 

The shepherds:  May we approach the Lord with as much wonder and 
awe as did those poor shepherds from the fields. 

The sheep:  May we follow Christ our whole lives, dependent on him as 
sheep are on their shepherd. 

The donkey and other animals: May we be willing to carry our burdens in life just as the donkey carried 
Mary and her baby. 

The Magi:  May we offer our gifts and adoration to Christ, the Lords, every day of our lives. 

The Angel:  May the light of Christ radiate from our lives like an angel’s halo. 
And as you place the infant in your manger, sing “Away in the Manger” and conclude with: 

The Christ Child:  Lord, just as you graced this manger scene, bless our home with your constant care 
and presence among us.  Amen. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

May her soul, and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

Margaret M. Mele 

http://www.sdc.me.uk/sundayliturgy/worksheets/b-advent-04.pdf
https://cafod.org.uk/content/download/54140/754430/version/1/Prayer_childrens-liturgy_4th-Sunday-Advent-B-activity sheet.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5ETRkL51fhMYU5ldGhzR1lnanM/view
https://bit.ly/2Kc7iS6NovenaStJohnNeumann
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It is with great excitement that we announce that Saints Colman 
John Neumann School has been awarded a $17,000 COVID Response 

and Recovery Grant from the Connelly Foundation! 
 

The funds from this award will be used to purchase materials to build and enhance the 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) programming and education at SCJN School.   

We will purchase drones and a virtual reality program with the grant funding 
among other STEM educational products.    

Our faculty will receive professional development from the Archdiocese so that the 
STEM products will be used through all grade levels.   

 

As a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, SCJN School is committed to providing 
a strong faith and educational foundation for each of our students.   

 

We are deeply grateful to the Connelly Foundation for their generosity and dedication to Catholic 

education.  The mission of the Connelly Foundation is to improve the quality of life in the Philadelphia      

region by supporting charitable organizations in the areas of education, human services, culture and civic 

life that strengthen resilience and help people to flourish.  We are humbled to be the beneficiary of this grant.  

 

The pandemic isn’t holding back our PREP families  
from connecting with each other & helping others!   

   

 September— food and supply donations were collected for Provident 
 Animal Center in honor of St. Francis of Assisi 
 October — we made kid snack bags for Nutritional Development Svcs. 
 November —  we collected food for ‘Turkeys to Table’ 
 December —  a very special virtual stained-glass Nativity surprise is in 
 the works for some very special people. 

We also get together, in a safe way, of course!  We’ve enjoyed fun   
events including Faith on the Run, an All Saints’ Day Tailgate,  

a Grab & Go Faith Event and Advent Wreath Making!   
 

Moms, dads and kids join together to explore the faith.   
 In Advent our students competed in the  
Nativity Mystery Hour — a game with clues 
to discover the richness of the Nativity.  As 
clues were found and puzzles solved, the 
kids announced their success  with phrases 
such as “I see the Light!” 
 

Our youngest students listened to a special  
reading of The Shepherd’s Story by Jimmy Dune.   

 

We sponsored the wonderful Meghan Cokeley for an  
insightful presentation for parents:  

Passing on the Faith: Religion Runs in the Family.   
We’ve reached 720 video views!   

https://youtu.be/bsJbcFPFQus (presentation begins at minute 15) 
   

 40 students were Confirmed on October 21st! 
 40 students received First Reconciliation on December 5th! 

“I have the key!” 

“Emmanuel!” 

 

 

 

 

“I see the Light!” 

 

Most importantly, 65 families have been participating in home-based 
religious education using the Pflaum Gospel  Weeklies.  

These families are doing a great job every week!   
Moms and dads are directly involved in teaching their kids!   

Cousins are helping each other… grandparents are jumping in siblings are sharing their insights!  
    

Wow!  What an autumn season!  Watch out, 2021 — these families are filled 
with the Holy Spirit! 


