
October 11th:  St. John XXIII, Pope (1881—1963) 

Few people had as great an impact on the twentieth century as Pope John XXIII.  He is 
known as the “good Pope”.  However, Pope John avoided the limelight as much as possible 
— he was seemingly very ordinary.  Angel Giuseppe Roncalli was the firstborn son of a 
farming family in northern Italy.  He joined the Secular Franciscan Order in the local          
diocesan seminary. 

After his ordination in 1904, he returned to Rome for canon law studies and soon took on 
other roles.  During World War I, he served as a stretcher-bearer for the Italian army,  giving 
him firsthand knowledge of war.  In 1921 he was made national director of the Society for 
the Propagation of Faith.  He soon became a papal diplomat.  During World War II, he       

became well acquainted with the Orthodox Church leaders.  With the help of Germany’s ambassador to   
Turkey, the Archbishop helped save an estimated twenty-four thousand Jewish people.  He dedicated efforts 
to promote a new dialogue with Protestant and Orthodox Christians, as well as Jews and Muslims. 

He was named a cardinal and appointed the patriarch of Venice in 1953, finally shepherding a church.  He 
was elected pope one month before his seventy-eighth birthday.  He took the name ‘John’ after his father 
and the two patrons of Rome’s Cathedral, St. John Lateran — St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evange-
list.  Just three months after his election, he called the second ecumenical Vatican council in October 1962.  
This marked the beginnings of a fundamental renewal in the Catholic Church.   In 1962 he was deeply in-
volved in efforts to resolve the Cuban missile crisis.  He met with political and religious leaders.  Pope John  
enlarged the College of Cardinals, making it more international.  He is known for giving his best effort to all 
of his endeavors.  His pastoral visits throughout Rome are famous, as well the spirit of welcome and loving-
ness that distinguished him as a man and as a Pope.  In his journal, he remarked that he sought to be holy in 
his own way, not in a way of someone else.  Sources:  Saint of the Day; All the Popes 

October 14th:  St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr (d. 223?) 

Callistus’ career followed an unlikely path from slave to pope and martyr.  Callistus 
served in a prominent family’s household, and was blamed for financial mismanage-
ment.  He was sentenced to do manual labor in Rome, and was later exiled to work 
in the mines of Sardinia. Pope Victor’s efforts to secure pardon for Christians in the 
mines freed Callistus.  He returned to Rome, where he was given charge of the   
cemetery that still bears his name; he is credited with expanding the Christian   
community’s most ancient cemetery complex, the catacombs located on the Via  
Appia in Rome.  A large number of Christians were buried there, including 46 popes 
and over 170,000 martyrs.  Callistus became a deacon under Pope Zephyrinus, 
whom he succeeded as Bishop of Rome around the year 217, becoming the 16th pope.  Before his martyr-
dom about five years later, Callistus was vehemently opposed because of his teaching that the Church could 
forgive even the worst sinners.  He was responsible for one of the most ancient Roman Basilicas, Saint Mary 
in Trastevere, which was constructed in the same place where a ferocious group of idolaters threw him from 
a window into a well.  He died a martyr.  Sources:  The Magnificat; All the Popes 

October 15th:  St. Teresa of Jesus [St. Teresa of Avila], Virgin and Doctor (1515—1582)  

Born in Avila, Spain, in 1515, Teresa lived in an age of exploration as well as 
political, social and religious upheaval — it was an age of turmoil and reform.  
In a man’s world, Teresa stood on her own.  She is described as beautiful,  
talented, outgoing, adaptable, affectionate, courageous and enthusiastic!  
She was also wise, practical and intelligent.  She is well known for being an 
energetic reformer, having initiated the reform of the Carmelites with John 
of the Cross in 1562.  She was misunderstood, misjudged, opposed in her  
efforts at reform.  Despite enduring intense criticism from her sisters in     
religion and frequent illness, Teresa founded seventeen convents in her   
lifetime.  She  insisted that her sisters live simply, in imitation of Christ’s   
poverty on the cross.  In her writings, she shared the abundance of her own 
inner life.  Teresa was also a mystic.  Prayer, she said, “means being on terms of 
friendship with God, frequently conversing in secret with him who, we know, 
loves us.”  Her writings on prayer earned her the title of Doctor of the Church in 1970.  Her more popular writ-
ings are The Way of Perfection and The Interior Castle, both having helped generations of believers.  Sources:  
The Magnificat; Saint of the Day 

The Ecstasy of St. Teresa 



October 16th:  St. Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647—1690)  

Margaret Mary was chosen by Christ to arouse the Church to a realization of the 
love of God symbolized by the heart of Jesus.  Her early years were marked by 
sickness and a painful home situation.  After considering marriage for some 
time, Margaret entered the Order of Visitation nuns at the age of twenty-four.  
A fellow novice termed Margaret humble, simple and frank, but above all kind 
and patient under sharp criticism and correction.   

On December 27, 1674, three years as a nun, she received the first of her        
revelations.  The request of Christ was that his love for humanity be made      
evident through her.  During the next thirteen months, he appeared to her at 
intervals.  His human heart was to be the symbol of his divine-human love.      
By her own love she was to make up for the coldness and ingratitude of the 
world — by  frequent and loving Holy Communion, especially on the first Friday 
of each month, and by an hour’s vigil of prayer every Thursday night in memory 
of his agony and isolation in Gethsemane. 

Like all saints, Margaret had to pay for her gift of holiness.  Some of her own sis-
ters were hostile.  Theologians called in declared her visions delusional.     Later, 
parents of the children she taught called her an impostor, and unorthodox   
innovator.  A new confessor recognized her genuineness and supported her.  
Christ called her to be a sacrificial victim for the shortcomings of her own      
sisters and to make this known.  She focused on the need for reparation and 
prayer and was devoted to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Sources:  Saint of the Day 

October 17th:  St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr (d. 107?)  

Of Syrian origin, Ignatius served as the third Bishop of Antioch for forty years until he was arrested and      
escorted to Rome, where he died in the amphitheater as sport for spectators.  Emperor Trajan forced     
Christians in Antioch to choose between death and apostasy.  The seven letters he composed on the 
journey from Antioch to Rome inspired 
generations of persecuted Christians.  
“Let me be food for the wild beasts,” he 
begged his brethren in Rome, “for they 
are my way to God.  I am God’s wheat 
and shall be ground by their teeth so 
that I may become Christ’s pure bread.  
Pray to Christ for me that the animals 
will be the means of making me a     
sacrificial victim for God.” 

Sources:  The Magnificat; Saint of the Day 

October 16th:  St. Hedwig, Religious (1174? — 1243) 

Rarely do humans realize the possibilities of the wise use of earthly power and 
worldly wealth.  Hedwig was one of the few.  Born to nobility, she married at an 
early age to a duke.  She and her husband worked together to introduce          
religious life to their kingdom.  Through their efforts and her personal persuasion 
and efforts, several monastic institutions for men and for women as well as     
several hospitals (one for lepers) were established.  She was personally a great 
force in establishing peace in the surrounding areas during power struggles.  
After her husband’s death, she joined the nuns at a Cistercian convent that she 
and her husband had founded.  Thereafter, she devoted herself to serving the 
poor and brokering peace between her warring sons.  Sources:  The Magnificat; Saint of 
the Day 
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