
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

At the end of the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper I mentioned that “we miss 
all of you”. And people have responded back via email and text and other forms of 
communication, that “we miss you, too”. I actually think there is a grace in this; and in our 
missing one another, we learn to appreciate one another. We realize how much we need one 
another, and we see how we are bonded in our deep-rooted sharing of the faith.

When people ask me how I’m doing during these days, I always say how grateful I am 
that we are able to stay connected through our livestream Mass, email messages, and other 
forms of technology. However, this does make me aware of those who are unable to connect 
with us through means of technology. We continue to pray for them as well. 

After each livestream service we are able see how many have joined us, and I must tell 
you, the participation at Mass is heartening. So, ‘thank you’ to all who are joining us each 
week and each day, both parishioners and non-parishioners. 

As I write this message, I must acknowledge that today is the Feast of St. Mark, one of 
the four Evangelists. So, this day is all about sharing the good news of the Gospel. And that’s 
what all of you are doing when you encourage others to join us for our livestream events and 
stay connected to receive our email messages. 

As I have mentioned to you in several homilies during these days of “lockdown”, our 
world has been turned upside down, and there are days when we may experience fear and 
insecurity, yet, as long as we stay connected to Christ, we know that He will see us through. 
This message of hope is truly the message of Easter. We need to remind ourselves of this every 
day. 

I am extremely grateful to Father Chapman and Deacon Kevin for being with me on the 
altar each day. Also, I thank our Parish Services Director, Clare Frissora for all that she is doing 
each day to share our faith with all of you. I am also grateful to our staff who is working 
diligently from home and for all our teachers and our principal, Mrs. Lamberto, for being so 
faithful to our school students so that the learning process can continue for our young people. 
Finally, I offer a word of thanks to David West for his masterful running of the livestream 
system to offer you a more beautiful experience of Mass while at home and for our music 
ministry: Isabel, Andrew, Mary, and Guna, making our liturgies powerful expressions of our 
faith in the Risen Lord.

Thank you for your continuing financial support over these past weeks. We are very 
grateful for your generosity with both Online giving and mailing in your envelopes. 

Today at Mass we will hear the story of the Road to Emmaus and how the disciples 
recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread. I would also add that I recognize Jesus in all of 
you. It is your faith in Christ, and OUR shared faith that makes St. John Neumann Parish the 
wonderful parish and community that it is. 

God bless. Be safe and continue to trust in Jesus!

Msgr. Matz


