All text is taken from The Didache Bible (Ignatius Bible Edition; RSV) for language consistency.
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Psalm 37 – Exhortation to Patience and Trust – A Psalm of David
Psalm 46:10 – An extract from ‘God’s Defense of His City and People. To the choirmaster.
A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song.’
Psalm 51:10–13 – An extract from ‘Prayer for Cleansing and Pardon. To the choirmaster.
A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to
Bathsheba.’
Psalm 118 – A Song of Victory
Psalm 120 – Prayer for Deliverance from Slanderers – A Song of Ascents
Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 Everything Has a Season
Sirach 11:12–28
Isaiah 51 – The Lord Will Comfort Zion
Matthew 6:25–34 – Do Not Be Anxious
Matthew 25:21 – An extract from ‘The Parable of the Talents’
Matthew 28:18–20 (with emphasis on 20) – An extract from ‘The Resurrection of Jesus’
John 14:18 and 23 – Extracts from ‘The Promise of the Holy Spirit’
John 17:20-23 – An extract from ‘Jesus Prays for the Church’
1 Corinthians 9:24 – An extract from ‘The Rights of an Apostle’
2 Timothy 4:1–8 (with emphasis on 7-8)
Hebrews 12:1–6 – An extract from ‘The Example of Jesus’
Revelation 1:5–6 – An extract from ‘Introduction and Salutation’

Psalm 37 – Exhortation to Patience and Trust – A Psalm of David
Do not fret because of the wicked, be not envious of wrongdoers! For they will soon fade like
the grass, and wither like the green herb.
Trust in the Lord, and do good; so you will dwell in the land, and be nourished in safety. Take
delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. He will bring forth your vindication as
the light, and your right as the noonday. Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him; do
not fret over him who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!
Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! Do not fret; it tends only to evil. For the wicked shall be
cut off; but those who wait for the Lord shall possess the land.
Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more; though you look well at his place, he will not
be there. But the meek shall possess the land, and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.

The wicked plots against the righteous, and gnashes his teeth at him; but the Lord laughs at the
wicked, for he sees that his day is coming.
The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows, to bring down the poor and needy, to slay
those who walk uprightly; their sword shall enter their own heart, and their bows shall be
broken.
Better is a little that the righteous has than the abundance of many wicked. For the arms of the
wicked shall be broken; but the Lord upholds the righteous.
The Lord knows the days of the blameless, and their heritage will abide for ever; they are not put
to shame in evil times, in the days of famine they have abundance.
But the wicked perish; the enemies of the Lord are like the glory of the pastures, they vanish -like smoke they vanish away.
The wickl.ed borrows, and cannot pay back, but the righteous is generous and gives; for those
blessed by the Lord shall possess the land, but those cursed by him shall be cut off.
The steps of a man are from the Lord, and he establishes him in whose way he delights; though
he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord is the stay of his hand.
I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his children
begging bread. He is ever giving liberally and lending, and his children become a blessing.
Depart from evil, and do good; so shall you abide for ever. For the Lord loves justice; he will not
forsake his saints.
The righteous shall be preserved for ever, but the children of the wicked shall be cut off. The
righteous shall possess the land, and dwell upon it for ever.
The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks justice. The law of his God is
in his heart; his steps do not slip.
The wicked watches the righteous, and seeks to slay him. The Lord will not abandon him to his
power, or let him be condemned when he is brought to trial.
Wait for the Lord, and keep to his way, and he will exalt you to possess the land; you will look on
the destruction of the wicked.
I have seen a wicked man overbearing, and towering like a cedar of Lebanon. Again I passed by,
and, behold, he was no more; though I sought him, he could not be found.
Mark the blameless man, and behold the upright, for there is posterity for the man of peace. But
transgressors shall be altogether destroyed; the posterity of the wicked shall be cut off.
The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; he is their refuge in the time of trouble. The Lord
helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked, and saves them, because they
take refuge in him.

Psalm 46:10 – An extract from ‘God’s Defense of His City and People. To the choirmaster. A
Psalm of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song.’
“Be still, and know that I am God. I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth!”
Psalm 51:10–13 – An extract from ‘Prayer for Cleansing and Pardon. To the choirmaster. A Psalm
of David, when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.’
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Cast me not away
from your presence, and take not your holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Psalm 118 – A Song of Victory
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his mercy endures for ever! Let Israel say, "His mercy
endures for ever." Let the house of Aaron say, "His mercy endures for ever." Let those who fear
the Lord say, "His mercy endures for ever."
Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. With the Lord on
my side I do not fear. What can man do to me? The Lord is on my side to help me; I shall look in
triumph on those who hate me. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in
man. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in princes.
All nations surrounded me; in the name of the Lord I cut them off! They surrounded me,
surrounded me on every side; in the name of the Lord I cut them off! They surrounded me like
bees, they blazed like a fire of thorns; in the name of the Lord I cut them off! I was pushed hard,
so that I was falling, but the Lord helped me. The Lord is my strength and my song; he has
become my salvation.
Listen, glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: "The right hand of the Lord does
valiantly, the right hand of the Lord is exalted, the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!" I shall
not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. The Lord has chastened me sorely,
but he has not given me over to death. Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter
through them and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. The stone which the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our
eyes. This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we beg
you, O Lord! O Lord, we beg you, give us success!

Blessed be he who enters in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the
horns of the altar!
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. O give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy endures for ever!

Psalm 120 – Prayer for Deliverance from Slanderers – A Song of Ascents
In my distress I cry to the Lord, that he may answer me: “Deliver me, O Lord, from lying lips, from
a deceitful tongue.”
What shall be given to you? And what more shall be done to you, you deceitful tongue? A
warrior’s sharp arrows, with glowing coals of the broom tree!
Woe is me, that I sojourn in Meshech, that I dwell among the tents of Kedar! Too long have I had
my dwelling among those who hate peace.
I am for peace; but when I speak, they are for war!

Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 – Everything Has a Season
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

Sirach 11:12–28

There is another who is slow and needs help, who lacks strength and abounds in poverty; but the
eyes of the Lord look upon him for his good; he lifts him out of his low estate and raises up his
head, so that many are amazed at him.
Good things and bad, life and death, poverty and wealth, come from the Lord. The gift of the
Lord endures for those who are godly, and what he approves will have lasting success. There is a
man who is rich through his diligence and self-denial, and this is the reward allotted to him:
when he says, "I have found rest, and now I shall enjoy my goods!" he does not know how much
time will pass until he leaves them to others and dies. Stand by your covenant and attend to it,
and grow old in your work.
Do not wonder at the works of a sinner, but trust in the Lord and keep at your toil; for it is easy in
the sight of the Lord to enrich a poor man quickly and suddenly. The blessing of the Lord is the
reward of the godly, and quickly God causes his blessing to flourish. Do not say, "What do I need,
and what prosperity could be mine in the future?" Do not say, "I have enough, and what calamity
could happen to me in the future?" In the day of prosperity, adversity is forgotten, and in the day
of adversity, prosperity is not remembered. For it is easy in the sight of the Lord to reward a man
on the day of death according to his conduct. The misery of an hour makes one forget luxury,
and at the close of a man's life his deeds will be revealed. Call no one happy before his death; a
man will be known through his children.

Isaiah 51 – The Lord Will Comfort Zion
"Listen to me, you who pursue deliverance, you who seek the Lord; look to the rock from which
you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and
to Sarah who bore you; for when he was but one I called him, and I blessed him and made him
many. For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
"Listen to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go forth from me, and my
justice for a light to the peoples. My deliverance draws near speedily, my salvation has gone
forth, and my arms will rule the peoples; the islands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift
up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like
smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die like gnats; but my
salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended.
"Listen to me, you who know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear not the
reproach of men, and be not dismayed at their revilings. For the moth will eat them up like a
garment, and the worm will eat them like wool; but my deliverance will be for ever, and my
salvation to all generations.”
Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in days of old, the generations of
long ago. Was it not you who cut Ra’hab in pieces, who pierced the dragon? Was it not you who

dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep; who made the depths of the sea a way for the
redeemed to pass over? And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.
"I, I am he who comforts you; who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, of the son of
man who is made like grass, and have forgotten the Lord, your Maker, who stretched out the
heavens and laid the foundations of the earth, and fear continually all the day because of the
fury of the oppressor, when he sets himself to destroy? And where is the fury of the oppressor?
He who is bowed down shall speedily be released; he shall not die and go down to the Pit,
neither shall his bread fail. For I am the Lord your God, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar
– the Lord of hosts is his name. And I have put my words in your mouth, and hid you in the
shadow of my hand, stretching out the heavens and laying the foundations of the earth, and
saying to Zion, `You are my people.'”
Rouse yourself, rouse yourself, stand up, O Jerusalem, you who have drunk at the hand of the
Lord the cup of his wrath, who have drunk to the dregs the bowl of staggering. There is none to
guide her among all the sons she has borne; there is none to take her by the hand among all the
sons she has brought up. These two things have befallen you – who will condole with you? –
devastation and destruction, famine and sword; who will comfort you? Your sons have fainted,
they lie at the head of every street like an antelope in a net; they are full of the wrath of the
Lord, the rebuke of your God.
Therefore hear this, you who are afflicted, who are drunk, but not with wine: Thus says your
Lord, the Lord, your God who pleads the cause of his people: "Behold, I have taken from your
hand the cup of staggering; the bowl of my wrath you shall drink no more; and I will put it into
the hand of your tormentors, who have said to you, `Bow down, that we may pass over'; and you
have made your back like the ground and like the street for them to pass over."

Matthew 6:25–34 – Do Not Be Anxious
Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink,
nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by
being anxious can a on cubit to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which today into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as
well.

Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the
day’s own trouble be sufficient for the day.

Matthew 25:21 – An extract from ‘The Parable of the Talents’
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little,
I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master’

Matthew 28:18–20 (with emphasis on 20) – An extract from ‘The Resurrection of Jesus’
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and
behold, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

John 14:18 and 23 – Extracts from ‘The Promise of the Holy Spirit’
"I will not leave you desolate; I will come to you."
Jesus answered him, “If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and
we will come to him and make our home with him.

John 17:20-23 – An extract from ‘Jesus Prays for the Church’
“I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they
may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory which you have given me I have given to
them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me…”

1 Corinthians 9:24 – An extract from ‘The Rights of an Apostle’
Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run
that you may obtain it.

2 Timothy 4:1–8 (with emphasis on 7-8)

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus who is to judge the living and the dead,
and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word, be urgent in season and out of season,
convince, rebuke, and exhort, be unfailing in patience and in teaching. For the time is coming
when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own likings, and will turn away from listening to the truth and
wander into myths. As for you, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
fulfill your ministry.
For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on
that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

Hebrews 12:1–6 – An extract from ‘The Example of Jesus’
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne
of God.
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow
weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of
shedding your blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation which addresses you as sons? –
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor lose courage when you are punished
by him. For the Lord disciplines him whom he receives.” It is for discipline that you have to
endure. God is treating you as sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?

Revelation 1:5–6 – An extract from ‘Introduction and Salutation’
…and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of kings on
earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood…

