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MISSION OF SAINT JOHN NEUMANN PARISH

As a Roman Catholic community excited about our faith, we are called
to continue the mission of Jesus Christ. With a spirit of hospitality, and
ever aware of our imperfections, we humbly serve the needs of others,
especially the poor and the infirmed. Through the example of our
patron, Saint John Neumann, we strive to use our time, talent, and
treasure, to reach out to others, to share what we have, to sanctify our
world and to reflect the love of Jesus though our daily lives.

THE PARISH HISTORY WAS DEVELOPED BY A DEDICATED GROUP OF ORIGINAL MEMBERS OF BLESSED JOHN
NEUMANN PARISH IN PREPARATION FOR THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARISH IN 1989. DUE To A VARIETY OF
CIRCUMSTANCES, THE REMEMBRANCE B0OOK DID NOT GO To PRINT. THANKS To CAss DRUMMOND, WHO
SAVED THE BOOK AND SHARED IT. IT SERVES AS A FOUNDATION FOR THIS DOCUMENT.

ORIGINAL WRITERS
VINCE BENEDICT
FRANK COX
CASS DRUMMOND
FRANK LABOR
JERRY SACCHETTI
DAN SOLARI




A BRIEF HISTORY

In May 1964, our parish was founded to answer the rapid e sfouc oy s NG e

growth of Catholics in and around Bryn Mawr. Archbishop John J.
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Krol dedicated the parish to Blessed John Nepomucene Neumann.
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three neighboring parishes and would include approximately 300
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the parish existed largely on paper. There was no church, rectory or
school. In fact, Saint Aloysius Academy facilities were utilized in the early days of the parish.

The first rectory was once the old gatehouse at the bottom of the hill on Bryn Mawr Avenue. At

the top of the hill, the fAold tack room, 0 a str
and carriages, and which Saint Aloysius Academy had converted into a gymnasium, set the

backdrop as Father Murphy celebrated the first parish Mass.

Father Murphy would overcome many challenges during the early years of the parish. He
had little money, resentful parishioners forced to move to a new parish, and local residents
opposed to the construction of a school and church in their quiet suburban neighborhood. Yet,
the people of God and the pioneering spirit slowly enveloping them organized the first social
event in February 1965, a cocktail party at a local country club. The goal was to have fun, and
hopefully break even on expenses. To everyoneos
($1250), but the stronger bonds it helped to foster within the new parish became the real

blessing.

——  Progress on developing parish

buildings would prove much more
challenging. There were months of
frustrating legal delays, and endless
negotiations between the church and

its neighbors regarding preservation of

~ the sedate, suburban character of the



neighborhood. A break-through occurred when the parties hammered outa  pre-construction
agreement concerning the new facilities. The parish buildings would be low and unobtrusive and
would have professional landscaping and barrier plantings, to assure that the church and school

would not disrupt their quiet neighborhood.

The parish acquired the 10-acre site at Mill Road
and Highland Avenue from the Franciscan Sisters ol 4 ; for a
grand sum of $65,000. Al _g:‘;eapﬁ
compared with todayds c (¥ L cleftthe s i t i
parish with a balance of $0.90 in its treasury. |
Unphased, and guided by what parishioners would call
it he miracul ous interver John
Neumann, 0 the parish obtained half a million do

buildings. Father Murphy presided over the ground-breaking ceremony on November 6, 1966.
A monumental facade of cathedral leaded glass covered the entrance to

the Church on Highland Lane by the middle of 1967. Upon completion, the church

featured a spectacular panel of natural California redwood mounted directly

behind a simple altar. This backdrop dramatically highlighted the life-size, semi-

modern figure of Christ on the cross. This spotlighted figure of Jesus became the
dominating focal point of the interior of the Church creating a soft, natural statement of &épr ay
and peace. 0

The first Mass in our permanent church was celebrated on August 20, 1967 with Cardinal
Krol presiding. At its formation, the parish was placed under the intercession of Blessed John
Neumann. In 1976 John Neumann was canonized to Sainthood. Feeling great privilege,
members of our parish played an i mportant rol e

A Parish with a Miracle

Michael Flannigan was 6 years old when doctors discovered that he had a fatal type of bone cancer. Robert
McNamee, MD, a parishioner, was Michael Flannigan's orthopedic surgeon. Recognizing the grave seriousness
of her sonds condition and exhibiting a great faith
novenas to Blessed John Neumann. Within two years, the disease had fully disappeared. According to Dr.
McNamee, this cure outcome was unexplainable by normal means. The Sacred Congregation certified the cure as
a miracle attributable to Bishop John Neumann, and recommended that he be enrolled as a Saint of the Roman
Catholic Church. On November 13, 1976, Pope Paul VI decreed the appointment of Bishop John Neumann as the
first American Saint. A group, led by Monsignor James Meehan, attended the canonization in Rome.




The new school opened a couple weeks later on
September 6, 1967 with an enrollment of 153 students. The
new classrooms, lunchroom, library, kitchen, offices and
kindergarten facilities left students, faculty, and parents nearly

iM speechless.

A few years later our neighboring parish, Saint Colman,

The original staff - Sister Rita Bernadette was suffering declining enrollment. Prudent thinking

(1st grade), Janet Dolent (2nd grade),

: iy suggested that a consolidation of schools would strengthen
Sister Mary Patricia (3rd and 4th grades),

Sister Marie Rose (Sth and 6th grades), Catholic education and in 1976 the schools became Saints
and Sister Ann Rosaire, the principal and
7th and 8th grade teacher: Mrs. Luch Colman - John Neumann School. Classes ranged from

Kozikowski taught Social Studies.

grades 1 to 8 in addition to a kindergarten. Today the school

has 233 students.

Saint John Neumann parish has been blessed with tremendous leadership

~

over its brief 45-year history. Monsignor James Meehan became its second pastor f’ 1
in 1981 and served with distinction through 2001. In the words of some &o\_) -
parishioners, AMsgr. Meehan won our | n\\ér}l d af
and hard work and genuine | ove for wus rsp

To keep up with the technologies of the day, Saints Colman-John Neumann School was
enlarged in 1989 to include a modern computer room with 18 computers. To this day Saints
Colman-John Neumann exercises forward thinking in applying the technology curriculum. As
such, students utilize computers as part of the curricula beginning in kindergarten. An updated
science lab was later added. Most recently, a new kindergarten section was added to meet an
influx of pre-school children in the parish.

Sports have always been an important aspect of Saints Colman-John Neumann School.
Over the years the school had have winning teams in field hockey, volleyball and soccer.
Currently, there are teams in Lacrosse and Basketball. In 1989, the parish again harnessed its
resources to address priorities of the parish community by leveling off and transforming the
corner |l ot of the church property (where MilIl R

sportso playing field.



Il n many ways the history of Sa elfredsdetlicationtdos i s
the parish by its people. Soon after the parish began, an enthusiastic group of volunteers met

with Father Murphy and asked a simple question

parish has grown in its service to the Lord, each other, and especially those in need both within
the parish and beyond the borders. The activities are varied and all parishioners are welcome to
participate. These include:

SACRAMENTAL MINISTRIES?

Altar Servers: Open to parish girls and boys in grades 6 through 8.

Altar Guild Ministry: Responsible for the appearance of the church.

Eucharistic Ministers: Help with Holy Communion distribution at Mass, to the sick, homebound, in
nursing homes or in the hospital.

Liturgical Ministries: Assist in the development of meaningful liturgy.

Lectors: Participate at Mass by reading the Word of God.

Ushers: Make all who attend Mass feel welcome.

Music Ministry (Choir, Cantors): Sing at Sunday Masses Thanksgiving, Christmas, Holy week liturgies
and all services where sacraments are administered. The Christmas concert is always a highlight of this
talented group.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: for individuals considering joining the Catholic Church, or Catholics
who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation
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. Building Upon our Life of Faith - The Capital Campaign for Saint John Neumann

Today, the parish of Saint John Neumann, in the tradition of a generation of parishioners
t hat | mpl ement ed shipandByrsMawr| isagainfharmessivwgpits resources to
address priorities for the parish community and to extend the mission to which we have been
called. Just as the first parishioners met with Father Edward Murphy and planned the first steps
of our parish, our current pastor, Father James McKeaney, met with the Parish & Finance
Councils and various active members of the parish to discuss the vision for the parish going
forward. Key to planning is addressing the challenges to continuing the mission of our parish
well into the future as a growing and changing parish family. In 2007, a strong endorsement
from the leadership was issued to create a Life Center (home to a social center, athletic facility,
and school facilities that would enhance our parish ministries, organizations and upgraded
space for the school). Todayés | ife needs goes
might have envisioned. As such, our present multipurpose space serves as cafeteria, gym,

stage and home for the homeless. While the parish has always been flexible in utilizing its

A complete listing of all ministriesé Parish Ministries,
Mawr), Education Ministries etc. are listed in Appendix D of this document and also on the parish website
@https://www.sjnparish.org



https://www.sjnparish.org/

facilities, the increased size and scope of our parish activities has strained our physical
resources. To address creating more gathering areas, Casaccio Associates (architect) was
contracted to capture our vision and provide a long range plan that might best satisfy the growth
and renewal of the parish well into the foreseeable future. The resultant concept of a Parish Life
Center® was presented in 2007 for evaluation and validation. Could this building incorporate and
allow for expansion of the work of nearly 30 active ministries plus provide Saints Colman-John
Neumann Elementary School the facilities to maintain its leadership as a 21 Century model
Catholic School?
Since our Church must meet many diverse need
Parish Life Center provides the place to house these many manifestations of a vibrant Church
driven by the living Spirit. The need to build and nurture community, education, and
evangelization requires appropriate resources a
our plan recognize a commitment to our mission by providing adequate physical resources, a
sound fiscal base and strong programs and services to meet the many needs of our parish.
The strategic planning process fostered by Father Jim, our Parish Council, and many
knowledgeable parishioners who work in our ministries have brought us to the threshold of a

new time of growth and expansion.

THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT
A defining parish-wi de Needs Assessment was conducted in
disposition towards two possible projects; construction of a Parish Center and repairs /

renovations to the current church building.

2 The term, O6Life Centerd has become more commo#fleasused f
The concept reflects the call to live more fully in Catholic Christian community, through the shared experiences of

the work of our Church. Many parishes are not only embracing the creation of such facilities, but are rekindling a

new life in the parish by producing servant leaders i the very thing that Christ has challenged us to be.
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1 Strong endorsement of all of the identified objectives included:
Athletic Facility, Cafeteria/Stage, Confessional area, Doors (vestibule/nave), Elevator,
Endowment Fund, Gathering Space, General purpose room(s), Handicap accessible lavatories.
These objectives were the main points used to construct a strong feasibility study to measure

the attitude of the parish with an expansion project.

THE FEASIBILITY STUDY

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia has guidelines established for any new construction project.
Prior to submitting the project for approval, the parish must conduct a feasibility study. The
feasibility study presents to identify leaders within the Saint John Neumann community the
project under consideration and the proposed campaign to fund this objective. It seeks to
answer the following questions:

1. How aware are people of the project?

2. How does this project support the mission to which we are called?
3. What is the potential financial support for the project?
4

. How do we maximize our strengths in a customized campaign?

The 2007 study conducted by philanthropic consultants, Federico Associates,
recommends moving forward with planning and executing a capital campaign. A comprehensive
outline of the results was listed on the parish website but top recommendations include a
minimum philanthropic goal of around $4,000,000. These results were then presented to the
Parish Council, the Finance Council and a town meeting of all parishioners in 2008 with a
recommendation to revise and refine the original plan. That work has now been accomplished.

THE CAMPAIGN

The concept of philanthropic giving holds that the highest destiny of OUR PARISH can
only be realized when our parish evaluates its mission and vision, projects them into the future,
and takes every step possible to realize them.

Based on Feasibility Study recommendations and subsequent enthusiasm about a
proposed newly constructed building which includes worship space renovation, the capital
campaign seeks to raise a minimum campaign goal of around $4 Million. However, this

minimum goal could be adjusted higher depending on the strength of Quiet Activity prior to



launch of the campaign. In essence, the more we raise as a part of this campaign, the lower
potential debt the parish might incur.

In addition, a parallel Archdiocesan major initiative (also a capital campaign) is underway.
All Archdiocesan member parishes ar e Haritagebfed t o
Faithi Vi si on o0As Hopeh,0 St. John Neumann will combi
of F ai palgrowitlctlemrchdiocesan objectives to maximize efforts to support both
campaigns. The combined campaignodés objectives m
accommodate Archdiocesan participation.

Clearly, the level of support for the combined campaign is both exciting and challenging.
However, a greater objective of the campaign will be to increase volunteerism and involvement
in this large effort. Candidly, we believe this lofty goal is quite challenging but reachable. We
are called as a Catholic community to be accountable for all our resources as we endeavor to
build our faith both as parish and as members o
Through this combined Capital Campaign, we seek to raise as much of the total costs for the

combined project as possible with a minimum goal of $4 million.

The

project will

involve a

connection with
the Main Church, a
social gathering area,
a new athletic facility, an addition to the school, technically sophisticated ministry meeting
rooms,andst or age that will be available to all pari
outside shows how nicely the new construction will blend with our current facility. An original
consideration was the renovation of the convent, but based on the input of the parishioners
involved in the design, it was decided to raze the convent and build a completely new structure

that fully meets the needs identified.
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